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sorcerer's apprentice, he had called up and could no
longer lay to rest. The eye of Moscow watched over
the Red flame that swept across Saxony as far as Bruns-
wick and Thuringia. The Munich Putstt, that came to
nothing, was an expression of discontent with the Em-
pire, with the strong Jewish element in the Republic,
and with Stresemann; and it left a smouldering fire
that spread. From beyond the frontier the Red peoples
joined together to advance against the military
dominance of Berlin and against the betrayers of the
Revolution. Revolts, hunger-riots, conflicts between
proletarian Hundreds, broke out sporadically and
-foreboded an extensive Red conflagration.

The ferment of the Right and the disorders of the
Left were really to be explained by the complete
collapse of the foundations of industry. The strike
against the mark had already begun some little while
before. Officials, employes and workmen were paid
in new sticky bundles of notes, but the peasants refused
to surrender their products in exchange for these
crackling bills with their illusory value, shopkeepers ac-
cumulated goods in their cellars, and the flight from the
mark, which had begun in the higher strata of society,
spread to the lowest. The mark only survived in the
shadow of banks, exchange-agencies, cafes, and among
the speculators of the street-corners. People had long
since turned their backs on the mark and taken refuge
in real values. But real values had now entirely parted
from the mark, which had lost its last fraction of
purchasing power. Count Westarp stated openly from
the tribune in the Reichstag that no one could be
expected to take this paper money in payment. The
most uninstructed were no longer in any doubt as to